Modern Asian Culture - Take Home Test 1
The following test is a take home test.  You should write carefully crafted and well-researched responses to the following questions.  Each response should be 3-4 pages in length, 10 or 12 point font, and double-spaced.
1. Discuss Sulak Sivaraksa’s analysis of the troubles modernization has brought to Siam.  What do these troubles have to do with the country adopting the name Thailand?  What examples does he give of a Buddhist response to these troubles?  Can the skillful means he suggests alleviate the suffering associated with modernization?
2. Discuss Dzongsar Jamyang Khyentse’s response to modernity through the medium of film.  To what troubles do his films respond?  How do his protagonists address these troubles through Buddhist teachings? Is the Buddhist response an effective response to these troubles?
I will evaluate your essays in three categories including writing, organization, and substance.  Excellent, quality work will result in an A, good, solid work will result in a B, adequate, but unexceptional work will result in a C, and poor or inadequate work will result in a D or F depending on its degree of failure.
